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Y Parents call
over autism

4

| Vvatchdog says famlhes also experience barriers getting help

genda Item 13 — Croydon Advertiser article 15 March 2016
454,799 people visited our website in

I By Polly Albany-Ward

By Snarme- wandil croyrdonacher e oo b

|| PARENTS of autistic children in Croy-
| don have 1o wait up to 18 months for
| the condition to be diagnosed
| Fatient waichdog Healthwatch pub.
‘orden | lished a report on Tuesday ._ﬂ-t]mfz on
III the barough's health and social ser
15559 | vices fo cut this time and make it
I easler for parents to gel help after a

Tiser, | diagnosis is made.

adon | In 2012 there were 881 autistic chil-

inJ | dren in the borough, the report said,

e with this number expected to increase

BE8 | to 1,414 by 2021. ; £

444 | According to the report. there are  peyyANpING MORE: Ciir Andrew Rendle, Healthwatch CEQ Charfie Ladyman
pod éﬁ};ﬂnﬂiﬂﬁﬂ“"‘d autistic children in .. 4 yational Autistic Society family worker Linda Townsend

..... Support Parents quoted in the Healthwatch counsellors and

report satd they had come up against
Parents and carers at the launch of "bﬂ.l"l'iEl‘S, barriers, barriers"” access.
the report, at the CVA Centre in Lon- ing help, with one parent phoning &
don Road on Tuesday (March 15), said social worker ten times in one day
even once their child was diagnosed with no answer.
they felt they received no support. Charlie Ladyman, CEO of Health-
Karen Browne, from South Nor- watch Croydon, said: "Waits of 18
wood, has an eight-vear-old son with months have a detrimental impact on
autism. the child’s development, with con-
She said once he was diagnosed “it  sequences for family and carers.”
was like that was it", The report said there should be a
“When vou have a medical condi- ‘one-stop-shop’ for parents so they can
tion you get regular checks to see how  access health, council and other ser-
vou are doing. It should be the same vices in one place with just one phone
with autism,” she said. “My son was number to call.
diagnosed but then we were just left to It also recommended more training
deal with it, there was no follow-up.”  for GPs and for more psychiatrists,
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oughs. Andrew Rendle, councilior for T i

Ashburion. was appointed ai the coun Y

cil's autism champion o WMoy S04 8
The father of two autisthe somm., e sain
he wos working 1o infiunence coamcil
policy 1o make the boroagh more aat
ism Triendiy
Clir Rendlie said he worked with
Croydon Unwersity Hospital to make
sure the new accident and emergency
currently under construction will he
autism friendly
He has also worked with Crystal
Palace to create coaching lessoms for
primary school children with autism.

Welcome

A Croydon CCG spokesman saud:
"We welcome the publication of this
emploved. report and will respond formally o

The report welcomed Croydon Clin-  the recommendations once we have
ical Commissioning Group's Local considered them fully.
Transformation Plan, which will see a “Improving access to Child and
multi-agency approach to children's Adolescent Mental Health Services
mental and emotional wellbeing. (CAMHS), including Autistic Spec

But Healthwatch said the same trum Disorder services, is a priority
number of children need diagnosis in for Croydon CCG. Our 2015/16 Plan
Croydon every month as in Richmond, includes over £1m of further invest-
Merton, Sutton, Kingston and ment to redesign and improve access
Wandsworth combined. to all CAMHS services.

Despite services set to receive an  “We are working closely with South
extra £1.2 million in NHS funding, Londonand the Maudsley NHS Found-
equivalent to 25 per cent, Healthwatch  ation Trust, Croydon Council and the
called on the CCG to seek more fund-  voluntary sector to improve mental
ing to support services in the long health services for children and young
term so they can provide a similar people in Croydon.

therapists to be




